
 

Over the past 5 months we have seen God at move in a powerful way in Kalmykia! 

The outreach teams from South Africa and America has played a huge role in creat-

ing an awareness of the presence of a different Spirit at work in this nation. As we 

were standing on the Elista city square worshipping Jesus in Afrikaans and English, 

many people responded that they loved the music and that their hearts were so 

touched by it, even though they did not understand a word we were singing! That is 

God at work!! Since these outreaches at the end of last year, many people have re-

sponded with questions about the Christian faith, and Sveta & Yuri have started with 

a Bible study group in their home. They are also visiting several towns and villages 

and people are very open to listen, responding to the love of Jesus! God has also been 

raising up more laborers to go!! Ben has finished 3 months of serving with Sveta and 

Yuri and we are thankful for all the seed he has sown. Soon Curt Vahle from America 

will join Sveta and Yuri and he will be involved there on a more regular basis. The 

Lord is also stirring several people from the congregation in Newcastle SA to go for a 

longer period. This is God at work!! We are very excited about all these people sens-

ing the call of the Lord to Go to Kalmykia!  
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Kairos in Russia 
We had a wonderful Kairos course in Krasnokamsk, a little town just outside of 

Perm, in Western Siberia. There were 22 pastors and ministry leaders from one 

of the biggest denominations in Russia. They came from many different regions 

and everyone participated with enthusiasm. Here are some of their testimonies 

after the course: "This course changed my attitude to cross-cultural missions and 

opened my understanding to the importance of missions! It encouraged me to 

action!" "This course was like cold water on electricity - it shocked me to life! I 

need to go and take the Gospel to all nations.” "This course lit a fire in my heart 

to participate in God's mission."  "This course changed my attitude towards mis-

sion, opened God's will to me and showed me my part in the Great Commis-

sion". Every one of these pastors were touched and changed by God!! They are 

an army ready to impact the nations near and far!!  



God blessed us with the wonderful opportunity to have had a Russian Youth 

Team visiting us in South Africa. We were able to take them to several churches 

and to give them exposure to different kinds of ministries. It was a great learning 

experience for them to observe from leading youth ministries in South Africa and 

they testify that they have learned a lot about cross-cultural ministry. 

The Lord also provided amazingly through you, our friends, to bring our Russian 

team from Revival Bible Center in Samara, to visit our partner churches in South 

Africa.  What an amazing adventure we had with them!! We were so very blessed 

to have visited with so many different people, sharing testimonies of what God is 

doing in Russia!! Thank you so much to every person we could share with, and 

that you all received us with so much hospitality and love!! Our team returned to 

Russia, feeling very encouraged, and inspired to tackle the new season with bold-

ness, knowing that we have an amazing support team in all of you!! Thank you 

for standing with us and for taking our hands in seeing Russia touched with the 

love the Jesus! You are all such a vital big part of our lives and ministry!! 

Our Russian Teams Visiting SA 

The Promised Land Experience 

What a privilege to serve in the Land as a volunteer with Bridges for 

Peace in Karmiel! The Lord has brought us here to be a blessing to His 

people and especially to connect in the Russian speaking community. 

During the past 6 weeks of serving here we have met wonderful peo-

ple, and were able to serve many as we assist in handing out food and 

blankets, among other things. One of the Russian speaking families 

who arrived here recently, had to literally flee for their lives from the war 

zone in the eastern Ukraine. They lost everything and arrived here in 

our city with only the belongings they could fit into their suitcases. They 

shared with deep emotion about the trauma of war and of loosing their 

wonderful home. Their 14 year old son still struggles to sleep at night in 

his own room. They were so thankful for the blankets and pots and 

kitchen utensils which they received from our office, and expressed that 

their hearts were filled with hope for a new future here in the Land!  And 

what a surprise we had when one of our old Russian speaking friends 

came to the office to receive help for her children who just  recently im-

migrated from Russia. It is truly a blessing to be able to be the hands 

and feet of our King in this nation where so many do not have the op-

portunity to hear His message!  

 



We had an absolutely amazing time in Russia, Israel, and South Africa over 

the past 6 months. God has done so many wonderful amazing things in so 

many people’s lives, and we had the privilege to participate in what our won-

derful God is doing! What a blessing and adventure it is!! Thank you for being 

our partners in this ministry! You are amazing friends and we thank the Lord 

for you always! Your efforts and partnership is making such a huge difference 

in so many lives and we know that without you we could never be a part of 

any of this! Thank you with all our hearts! 
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Prayer Points: 

 Please continue to pray for the “Gateway to Kalmykia” efforts, that God will continue to give us wisdom in 
every decision and strategy!  

 Please continue to pray for Sveta and Yuri and all the individuals and teams who joins them from time to 
time in Kalmykia, that our strategies will be effective in reaching the unreached.  

 Please pray that churches will be planted in Kalmykia, in the towns of Komsomolski, Yashkul, Kitcheneer, 
Lagan & Liman. 

 Please continue to pray for the church in Russia and Central Asia - pray that many more churches will be 
mobilized for the task of the Great Commission.  

 Pray for our RBC team as they continue to travel all over Russia and to different restricted access nations in 
Central Asia, for God’s protection on the team and also for His provision and wisdom in every situation!  

 Please pray for our RBC team, for God’s healing hand on their families, for His provision and protection. 
Please pray that they will stand strong in adversity and difficulty, and that they will be bold in the truth! 

 Please pray for us as we continue to serve in the Land, for God’s healing provision and wisdom as we shine 
His light! 

 Please pray for our families, for Erika’s Mom who will soon receive surgery for cancer. Please pray for heal-
ing and peace! 

NLSOM News 
The NLSOM students and staff have been doing several missions conference events 
over the past month in order to raise mission awareness in churches, but also to help 
raise support for their outreach to Kalmykia in May. They had to read the missionary 
biography called Bruchko over their December holidays and have also over the past 
month done a course on Living Radical for the Lord. These have greatly impacted their 
lives!! One of the students wrote in their journal: “After reading this book God really 
spoke to my heart...that I am following His destiny in my life. It has made me so excit-
ed to see where God leads my ministry to the nations. I will live with abandonment just 
as Bruce did when reaching the Matilone tribe!” 
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