
 

 

 
GREETINGS FROM KALMYKIA! 

Yuri and Svetlana Volkovi, September-November,2015 

Season of international team visits completed in this year. It began in April and came to an end in 
October. Let us tell you about the wonderful things that the Lord God is doing here in Elista. 
We recently conducted a team from America and Russia, Samara. Living in Elista, we do not see great 
spiritual changes; we just work and believe that God is doing something. But the evidences of coming 
teams inspire us. Everyone says that the spiritual atmosphere here is completely different, and that 
God has done so much over the last year! Praise Him! And thank God for all the teams from South 
Africa, USA, Samara, Russia, who have made a huge contribution to the destruction of demonic 
strongholds and bring the light of God! 

Last visit of the team from South Africa coincided with the 
celebration of the 10th anniversary of the largest Buddhist 
temple “Golden Abode of Buddha Shakyamuni” in Europe. In 
honor of this Tibetan monks made special rituals and ritual 
dances of masked god of death, and other spirits. You can see a 
movie of this on site 
http://savetibet.ru/2015/10/21/kalmykia.html 
 
The whole team and we went and prayed for 
the Buddhist places of worship, we 

committed prayer walks around the main temple-hurul, and we went to the 
sacrificial fields where buddhist people worship the spirits of fire, the sun, the 
owner of the land and etc., and where they do bring sacrifices to evil spirits. 

On the same day, at the time when all the locals went to the 
temple to participate in a ceremony, Yuri and me were able to 
talk with one Kalmyk lady. She also went to the ceremony. She 
heard that we can pray for healing and she asked us to pray for 
her children and family. She mentioned that this probably 
happened because of her sins.  Yuri said that Jesus forgives sins, 
and then she began to cry very much. We talked about Jesus, 

and she wanted to receive Him as her Lord. She was crying so much and repented, 
asking Jesus to forgive and to save her, and then Yuri led her in prayer. But before 
we leaved, she asked if she can continue to go to the Buddhist 
temple to worship or not. We tried to explain to her that now 

she needs to worship only Jesus, but she said, because it is traditions of the 
Kalmyks and everybody does it she will go there too that it is her way to God. We 
have seen how strong the strongholds in the human mind and we have to be ready 
to fight for them endeed. 
The same time Corry –missionary during that week taught the seminar of 
discipleship. People from different churches came to study and our SA team too.   

 
Also some members of the team visited a children's center for 
disabled children, where they played, sang and danced with 
them.   

http://savetibet.ru/2015/10/21/kalmykia.html


 
Traditionally again we met in our office with English 
teachers and their students. Surprisingly in one room 
everybody could sit on mattresses in small groups. We see 
the value of these relationships because students and our 

foreign friends exchange contacts in the hope to continue to 
have relationships on the sites. Teachers also wanted to 
meet again with some guys and have invited them home for 
a fruitful dialogue in English. They testified that their 

students were very happy with the practice of communication in English, that after the meeting with 
their new foreign friends walking home, they could not stop to speak English and did not want to 
move to Russian. Now teachers are waiting for the New Year when the foreign friends will come and 
once again we will organize a meeting with them. Some guys also went to school and college allowing 
students to communicate with them to practice English. 
 

It was great that the door of the nursing home was very 
opened for us. We were asked to help them to clean outside. 
We were pleased to work there and met with the director of 
nursing home.  This director was very opened cheerful 
Muslim. He invited us to come back again to them with 
different programs.   In the evenings South African guys were 
playing football with local boys at a nearby stadium, where 
they become friends. 
  

They were also a few opportunities to pray for the sick at their 
homes.  
But what distinguished this outreach from previos was that they 
decided to cook meal by themselves in the office and make 
purchases. This time of cooking and shopping brought them the 
great pleasure to serve one another, and they had more time and 
opportunitis to work closely and communicate with each other. 

 
After 3 days, when the South African team left, Jhonny, Karen 
and Kurtis came from USA, as well as our friends from 
Samara’s church "Light to the World", a total of 13 people with 
children, the smallest missionary was 6 months old. This outrech was also unique. 
We also prayed a lot for Kalmykia every morning during our devotion time and 
did prayer outreach trips to places of worship demonic spirits to win the territory 
of the enemy for God. We also did there a lot of worship, and even made a praise 
and worship time with the prayer on the field, where there is an altar to the 
spirits. 
Since we knew that nursing 
home is open to us, we went for 

the second time to help them in cleaning the 
territory and inside of the house. And the third time 
we made a concert. It was fun, some of the elderly even danced with us.  

On Sunday, the Samara team and Kurt led interchurch evening of praise and 
worship. 
On this evening they were released dances with flags. And 
the youngest member of the worship team, drummer 
Matthew was only 4 years. 

 
 



All churches express big thanks to Jhonny, Ivan Ivanovich. He 
taught for 3 evening’s seminar "How to hear the voice of 
God." Representatives of various churches and many pastors 
of the city came to study. This seminar unleashed the ability 
to see and hear from God for some young people from Samara. They began to see 
Godly visions about Elista and received a specific word from God. 
Generally, during these past outreaches God spoke very much through His 
children, confirming His promise to Kalmykia from Isaiah.35.  
We believe that God is shaking the spiritual strongholds, preparing people's 
hearts to receive His salvation. 

 
So thank God for each person, whom He sends to serve in Kalmykia! 
 

The latest news are: Praise the Lord we started “Live school” in Elista! In our group now there are 6 

students: we, local pastors and dedicated to the Lord people from different churches. 

We began the 3rd bible group in the Word of Life church.  

We organized a practical lessons how to hear God’s voice using some creative ways. 

And we also glorify God that finally most of the pastors and key leaders of Elista started to meet together. 

The last Monday we had the very first unite meeting in our office. 5 key leaders of Elista and we decided to 

meet regularly twice a month and stay in unity. Of course there are not few other pastors, but we believe 

they will also join us in future. 

 

Please pray with us for:  

Union of all pastors of Elista and their meetings twice a month, 

Interchurch Friday pray meetings unite more all churches for the purpose of the spiritual revival of 

Kalmykia, 

Our health and protection, 

All ministries that we run be powerful, anointed, and protected by God to change lives of people. 

Ministry car. 

 

Dear friends we want to say great thanks again for your wonderful spiritual and financial support to the 

ministry in Kalmykia! We dearly appreciate it! 

 

With love from Kalmykia!!!!!  

From Yuri and Svetlana! 


